
Can These Bones Live? 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

March 26, 2023 
 

MEDITATION 
“Don’t ask what the world needs.  

Ask what makes you come alive and go do it.  
Because what the world needs is  

people who have come alive.”  
–Howard Thurman 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
GATHERING WORDS 
P: And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you. All: And also with you.   
 
PRELUDE                                    “Meditation at the Cross Medley”        arr. Albin Whitworth                 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                        Melessa Fox, Deacon 
L: Have you ever felt washed up, brittle, worn-down to the bone? 
All: Have you ever felt grief lay heavy on your back? 
L: Have you ever felt like hope was out of reach? 
All: Have you ever wondered, can these bones live? 
L: If you have, then you are in the right place, for this is God’s house. 
All: Hope lives here. 
L: So, come. Rest your weary bones. 
All: Let us worship Holy God. 
 
SONG OF THANKSGIVING        “Rejoice in the Lord Always” 2x                         Insert 
 
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                            Melessa Fox, Deacon 
All: Jesus of Nazareth, I confess, I forget that you know this feeling. I forget that you, 
too, have wept. I forget that you, too, have lost. I forget that you, too, have gathered 
at the tomb, have grieved for a friend, have felt the sting of humanity. Forgive me for  



 
all the times I place blame on you. Forgive me for all the times I create distance, 
imagining that you could never feel what I feel. Forgive me for allowing the valley of 
dry bones to be a sea of space between us. Pour yourself into the cracks in my heart. 
Bring these bones back to life. Bring me closer to you. With gratitude I pray, amen. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE                             Rev. Christina Williams 
Friends, you could spend your whole life ignoring God, pushing God away, or trying to 
solve the world’s problems all on your own, and God would still love you all the same. 
Even in our shortcomings, we are God’s beloved. So, hear and believe this good news: 
All: We are saved by grace through faith. We belong to God. We are not alone. 
 
OPENING HYMN         “Let Me Enter God’s Own Dwelling” vs. 1-3,6                Black 67 
              
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14                    Melessa Fox, Deacon  
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING: John 11:1-45                           Rev. Christina Williams   
 
L: The Word of God for the people of God. All: Thanks be to God. 
 
REFLECTION              “Can These Bones Live?”             Rev. Christina Williams 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
L: We believe that God loves us— 
All: God loves us enough to weep when we are gone. 
L: We believe that God does not give up on us— 
All: Breathing new life into tired bones. 
L: We believe that God returns to us— 
All: Always seeking us when we are lost. 
L: We believe that God holds hope for us— 
All: So, we hold onto hope as well. 
L: We believe, help our unbelief. 
All: In Christ’s name we pray, amen. 
 
RESPONSIVE HYMN                         “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”                       Black 292 
 



 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND JOY & CONCERNS 
After the pastoral prayer, you are invited to share your joys and concerns. When names 
are spoken out loud, we are all invited to respond, “O Lord, hear our prayers.” 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever. Amen. 
 
SUNG AMEN                    “Amen” Threefold            Black 812 
 
INVITATION TO OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC   “Cathedral Shadows”                            Gilbert Martin         
 
*DOXOLOGY  
Praise God from whom all blessing flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God for all that love had done: 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One Amen. 
 
*UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Listening God, in seeking you in all things, we give these offerings in gratitude, 
rejoicing in the abundance of your gifts to us. We give these offerings in faith, trusting 
that you will provide for our needs. We give these offerings in hope, knowing you can 
use them to spread your love in this world. With these offerings, we give ourselves. 
May we live with generous hearts and open hands. Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                         “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness”                       Black 286 
 
BENEDICTION  
L: May God bless you with seeking. 
All: We seek out the hungry and the weary. 



L: Seek the good in every person you pass. 
All: We seek out the hopeful and the faithful. 
L: Seek God in every person you meet.  
In the name of our loving God, 
who is always seeking us,  
go in peace. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE                                                “Jig Fugue”                                     Dietrich Buxtehude 
                                                 
*Stand in body or spirit as you are able. 
 

Our worship has ended; our service has begun. 
 
Ministering to us today 
Melessa Fox, Deacon and Rev. Christina Williams will be leading us in worship today. We 
are grateful to Libby Lannon for providing the music and to Dennis Fox, our technical 
staff for today. A big thank you to Linda Thomas for offering hospitality. Thank you for 
ministering to us in these ways. 
 
Music covered under One License # A-728849  |  Worship liturgy: A Sanctified Art LLC. 
 
 

 

 
The memorial candle is lit in memory of Betty Galbraith. 

 


